
 The Owen Brown Village  

OBserver 
 

Official newsletter of the Owen Brown Community Association, Inc . 
September 2010 

 
Volume 38, Issue 6 

Weõre on the web 

owenbrowncommunityassociation.org  

Welcome to our new Board Members!  

 

During the May 4th Village Board meeting, the Board voted to temporarily expand the Village 
Board by 2 members for this coming year.  That brings the total Board members to 7 (plus the 
Columbia Council Representative).  Wayne Eldridge and April Cropper.  Both were appointed 
to the two newly create Board positions and will serve a term starting July 20, 2010 and end-
ing April 30, 2011.  The Board is excited to have Mr. Eldridge and Ms. Cropper join the Board. 
Each brings a welcome new perspective and some great experience to the Owen Brown 
Board of Directors.   
 

Mr. Eldridge lives in the Snowden Ridge community with his wife and two daughters.  He has 
been active in his Homeownerôs Association and works as a Systems Analyst. 

 

Ms. Cropper lives in Hopewell with her husband and young son. She is a 16-year resident of 
Owen Brown.  She has just returned from work in the Peace Corps and has experience work-
ing for several non-profit organizations. 
 

The Owen Brown Village Board would also like to welcome our new Teen Representative, 
David Green.  David is rising junior in high school and is very active in the Boy Scouts.  He is 
currently working on his Eagle project.  He has been active in several community service pro-
jects and will help bring a very welcomed teen perspective the Board 

  WEõRE BACK!!!! 
The OBCC is open for business again.  
After a long summer of hard work our com-
munity center renovations are complete. 
We are planning a grand re-opening on  
Saturday, October 2nd  - 2:00ú5:00.  
Please stop by to check out our new facility.  
Light refreshments will be served. 



Whatõs Happening  

in Owen Brown 

DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

Sept 21  Village Board  7:00  pm  

Sept 22  RAC    7:30  pm  

Sept 29   

 

Oct 2   OPEN HOUSE  2ñ5 pm  

Oct 5   Village Board  7:00  pm  

Oct 9   Family BINGO  7ñ9  pm  

Oct 13  RAC    7:30  pm  

Oct 19  Village Board  7:00  pm  

Oct 23  Halloween Fun  2-5    pm  

 

All events at the OBCC unless noted  

 
                             

 

 

Home Solar Info  

 

Join us for Solar Made Simple , Tuesday, September 21 st, 7:30-8:30 

PM at the Owen Brown Community Center.   The educational pres-

entation will include a Q&A session and light dinner.    Space is 

limited.   RSVP by contacting the Owen Brown Village Center, at 

(410) 381 -0202 or obca@columbiavillages.org .   More information available at 

www.grosolar.com/columbia .  Event sponsor, groSolar (formerly Chesapeake So-

lar), has been installing solar in Maryland for more than  

a decade.      

Village of Owen Brown - Yard Sale  

Saturday, September 25th  

If you have toys, clothes, exercise equipment, books, pictures, or anything 

else that youõve been wanting to get rid of but just havenõt found the time, 

now is your chance!  

 

There are only a few steps to get started:  

1) Talk to your neighbors and get them involved in the Yard Sale. This is a 

perfect time to meet the neighbors you havenõt had the time to get to 

know.  

2) Stop by the Owen Brown Community Center and pick up a ribbon to tie 

on your street sign which lets buyers know where the sales are being 

held.  

3) Have fun!  

  Family Bingo Night          

  Round up your family, and join your 

neighbors for Bingo Night at the  

Owen Brown Community Center  
October 9, 2010, 7 ð9 pm 

Call 410-381-0202 to register                           

Registration is required  

 

CASH GRAND PRIZE  

Open to all Owen Brown residents  

12 years and younger must be accompanied by 

adult  

The first 10 cards are FREE,                             

5/$1 additional cards  

Snacks and drinks available for purchase  

                                                                                                                       

mailto:obca@columbiavillages.org
http://www.grosolar.com/columbia


Owen Brown 2010 Annual Report  

 

¶ Met with new CA President Phil Nelson  
¶ Met with local school principals to have discussion on how Board and Schools can work  
 together  

¶ Ms. Nancy Thompson, Talbot Springs Elementary School Principal 
¶ Mr. Jason McCoy, Cradlerock School Principal 
¶ Mr. Frank Eastham, Oakland Mills High School Principal 

¶ Created an Owen Brown Village Center Master Plan Committee to create a Master Plan  
 for our Village Center.  Started work on the Master Plan process to be used as part of 
 the new Village Center County Zoning process approved in CB 28 and CB29  
¶ Continued to expand our Street Captains program  
¶ Continued to advocate for Lake Elkhorn Dredging which started March 14th  
¶ Launched a brand new website with much more information and functionality.  

¶ Online Form to Request a Letter of Compliance  
¶ Graffiti Report Form  
¶ News and Announcements  
¶ Calendar of events that residents can subscribe to  
¶ Map of Owen Brown  

¶ Started using new email list management tool to send email updates based on areas of  
 interest to residents. Added Email list signup form to our Website  
¶ Sponsored a National Night Out Pool Party  
¶ Started using a Facebook page as another mechanism to communicate to resident         
¶ Oversaw Owen Brown Center staff and operations at the OBCC  

¶ Responded to concerns and complaints from residents regarding issues of safety, public 

access, and quality of life in Owen Brown  

¶ Met with Howard County Council Representative Jennifer Terrasa to discuss future develop-

ment in down town Columbia and Howard county issues  

¶ Appointed resident Board liaisons for the EAC and RAC committees  

¶ Continued its membership in a Chamber of Commerce energy cooperative to stabilize ex-

penses for energy at OBCC  

¶ Reviewed renovation plans for OBCC  

¶ Attended meetings with CA and other villages to discuss issues of mutual concern  

¶ Supported and attended the annual Columbia Association/Villages Building a Better Colum-

bia event  

¶ Supplied volunteer work for Columbia residents to earn a membership in the Columbia As-

sociation  

The Board:  Andy Stack, Summer Romack, Pete Sparacino, Ed Cosentino,  

  Gracie Bradford, and Pearl Atkinson -Stewart CA Rep  

May 2009 -April 2010  

National Medication Disposal Program 
September 25, 2010 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  
 
Bring unwanted prescription medication to the Northern District Police Station (3410 Courthouse Dr), the 
Southern District Police Station (11226 Scaggsville Rd) or the Laurel Police Station (811 Fifth St). For more 
information and additional collection locations, www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/takeback/  
 

http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/takeback/


OBCA STAFF REPORT 

 
¶ Provided support and assistance to the Village Board, HOA associations,  

 and residents. 

¶ Implemented Village Board directives and policies. 

¶ Managed the Owen Brown Community Center. 

¶ Planned and staffed 21 village special events. 

¶ Served as liaison to state and county government, the Columbia Association, and the other villages. 

¶ Met periodically with Columbia Village Managers, Covenant Advisors, Event Programmers, and Facility Co-

ordinators to discuss and work on issues of mutual concern. 

¶ Represented Owen Brown at Columbia Association/Village meetings. 

¶ Represented Owen Brown at village, Columbia wide, and County ceremonies and events. 

¶ Published nine issues of the OBserver, our village newsletter 

¶ In partnership with the other villages, planned and 

¶ staffed the following events: 

¶ Roots of Howard County in Celebration of African American History 

¶ Searching for Spring, Columbia International Day 

¶ Village Staff Appreciation Day, Howard County GreenFest 

 

SERVICES 
¶ Rental Facility for Meetings and Special Events 

¶ Free Notary Service for Owen Brown Residents 

¶ Free Bus Schedules 

¶ Low Cost Copier, Fax, and Laminator 

¶ Welcome Packets for New Residents 

¶ Information and Referral 

¶ Volunteer Opportunities 

¶ Columbia, Howard County, and Maryland Maps 

¶ Sale of Postage Stamps 

¶ Homeowner Association/CA Resale Packets 

¶ Applications for Letters of Compliance and Exterior Alterations  

 

Community Center Staff 2009 -2010 
 

 

Gordon MacPheeñCovenant Advisor  

Richard RadheñBookkeeper 

Marie Rossñ Administrative Assistant  

Joan Rampulla ñCommunity Center Assistant  

Joann Allen ñ Special Events/Facility Assistant  

Joanne SpaldingñReceptionist  

Rachel Eisenhauer ñRecording Sect/Facility Assistant  

Christina Soto ñFacility Assistant  

Kelly Carney ñ Facility Assistant  

Nancy Thomasñ Village Manager  



From Your CA Representative: Andy Stack 

 

Good news on Lake Elkhorn; the CA Board of Directors has approved additional 

funding to dredge Lake Elkhorn! As you may have heard, Lake Elkhorn contains 

more silt than originally thought when the dredging contract was awarded. It will 

cost around $1.2M to complete the dredging project. and restore the lake depth as 

per the original contract. We are really pleased that we have the additional money 

to dredge the lake. Of course this means that lake dredging will continue into next 

year. We thought the dredging would end this year, but with the extra silt it will take more time to remove it. 

Please bear with us as we work to complete the dredging effort. It really should help the entire lake environ-

ment. In addition to the dredging, CA's new watershed manager is working on a plan to help minimize future 

runoff into Lake Elkhorn. The goal is to reduce the amount of silt flowing into the streams/creeks which feed 

Lake Elkhorn. Part of the plan will be an education campaign to explain what you, as a resident, can do to 

help reduce runoff into our lakes.  

 

Another piece of good news is that our newly renovated community center opened in early September. Please 

stop by for a visit and see the changes. We will have a grand re -opening celebration in October. It is great to 

have the staff back at the center and to be fully functioning again. You don't realize what you miss until you 

don't have it. It's great to be back in business!  

 

On September 21, the County will be coming to the Village Board meeting to discuss pedes-

trian and bicycle access along Snowden River Parkway. Please come out and provide com-

ments to the County. Also on the 21st, Jane Dembner, CA's Director of Community Planning, 

will meet with the Village Board to discuss village center master planning. In addition to 

working with the Villages on master plans for their individual village centers, Jane is also 

working on plans for the redevelopment of Downtown Columbia. Her primary focus is on the 

Symphony Woods/Merriweather Post neighborhood and a spinal path from Downtown Colum-

bia to Blandair Park. In an effort to provide more and better information to the Columbia community, CA 

will soon be releasing a web site describing our efforts in Downtown Columbia redevelopment.  

 

Recently, Dick Story and Peter Rogers from the Howard County Economic Development Authority (HCEDA) 

gave a short briefing to the CA Board of Directors concerning economic development in the county and 

BRAC's impact. In Howard County in 2004 first quarter there were 6,957 small establishments 

(i.e.,businesses with <50 employees), 296 medium establishments (50 -99 employees) and 226 large establish-

ments (100+ employees). For 2009 second quarter (latest statistics available), there were 7,882 small estab-

lishments, 333 medium establishments, and 223 large establishments. Over 70% of the establishments in the 

county have less than 11 employees. And small businesses are hurting during this recession. The recession 

has also taken a toll on employment in the county. HCEDA expects BRAC and the new CyberCommand to 

bring many jobs to the area (including Howard County). According to HCEDA, just the Fort Meade growth is 

expected to add 30,500 new jobs on Fort Meade and 48,200 jobs off Fort Meade. Many of these people will 

look to Howard County for housing. Homes sales in the county are picking up. HCEDA mentioned that the 

average price of a house in the county for 2010 is $431,507.  

 

CA is working on a plan for handling CSS, our new customer relations system. The system is behind schedule 

and is a crucial effort to use new technology to improve service to our residents and customers. We have de-

cided to hire a person to oversee the plan and to report directly to the CA President. A job search is underway 

and CA hopes to perform some detailed analysis on the viability of CSS and the way forward after the person 

has been hired (late September/early October).  

 

Now that September is here, summer vacations are over and school is back in session. Please be careful when 

driving around the schools. Enjoy the fall!      



2010 ANNUAL REPORT OF RAC 
APPLICATIONS, COMPLAINTS, 
VIOLATIONS AND LETTERS OF 

COMPLIANCE  

by Gordon Mac Phee 

May 1,2009 
to April 30, 

2010 

RAC  

Total number of RAC Applications sub-

mitted 270 

Total Approved Applications 194 

Total Approved with Amendments 54 

Total Denied 11 

Total tabled 11 

Total Withdrawn 0 

Total Appeals to EAC 7 

Total Denied 3 

COMPLAINTS  

Total Violations 183 

Cases Settled at Village level 64 

Cases Pending @ Village Level 56 
ARC covenant cases ongoing from previ-

ous years 3 

ARC covenant cases closed this year from 
previous years 3 

Number of Cases referred to ARC 

this Year 2 

LETTERS OF COMPLIANCE  

Number of LOCs 108 

Number passing on 1st Inspection 64 

Number passing on 2nd  Inspection 20 

Number non-compliant 24 

OWEN BROWN 2011 BUDGET  

FISCAL YEAR   

May 1, 2010 - April 30, 2011  
  

REVENUE  

1 CA $259,223 

2 Rentals & Leases $54,575 

4 Interest $200 

5 Special Events $2,500 

6 Fees (fax , copies) $1,110 

7 Misc (sales, ads) $8,700 

TOTAL INCOME $326,308 

  

EXPENSES  

9 Salaries $166,195 

11 Contract Labor $650 

12 Benefits $12,000 

13 Payroll Taxes $22,000 

14 Janitorial $11,850 

15 Fees (accting, legal) $7,300 

16 Operating Expenses  $12,950 

     (supplies)  

17 Business Expenses $2,000 

 (mileage, business meetings)  

18 Insurance $5,500 

19 Ads $100 

20 Newsletter $33,450 

21 Other Printing $1,300 

22 Donations/Contributions $1,000 

23 Special Events $5,725 

24 Taxes $1,100 

25 Utilities $19,090 

26 Repairs & Maintenance $6,000 

27 Furniture & Fixtures $12,693 

Subtotal for Expenses $320,903 

28 Depreciation $5,405 

Total Expenses $326,308 

OBserver    editor Nancy Thomas with  

assistance from the community center staff.  

 410-381-0202 

 

Village Office:  

Owen Brown Community Center 

6800 Cradlerock Way 

 

Phone: 410-381-0202 

Fax: 410-381-0235 

E-mail: obca@columbiavillages.org 

 

Hours: Mon-Fri 9 AM - 5 PM,  

Sat 9 AMñNoon 

Join Cub Scouts  
Pack 613 meets at Owen Brown  

Community Center 
Alternating Tuesdays 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. - 
starting in September Boys - 1st Grade 

through 5 th Grade Crafts - Community - Fun  
For Information call Jim at (410) 309 -0231   



Go Green  

Save Green  
CHOOSE A GREENER ENERGY  

FOR YOUR HOME  

SAVE 17% ON YOUR UTILITY BILL  

No Fee, No Contract  

Certified by Maryland Public Service Commission  

Licensed with BG&E  

Go To www.viridian.com/

greendays   

And Become A Customer  

Today  

Advertisement  

THE FABULOUS HUBCAPS! 
Concert & Silent Auction to Benefit NAMI 

Howard County 
Friday, October 1, 2010  

Visit NAMI Howard County | Concert &  
Silent Auction  for information and to  
purchase tickets go to 

www.nami.org/sites/namihowardcounty  

Hello lake lovers,  
 
CLEER's steering committee minus one had the happy experience on a recent hot 
August morning of trading ideas with John McCoy, our new Watershed Manager, as 
we spent two hours walking part of the Lake Elkhorn path.  Now I'm convinced 
that our long slow climb into a healthy habitat for our watersheds is truly on 

its way.  
We talked about the problem areas, obvious to us all, but also about what we can do about them.  
John's ideas include planting trees to stabilize the lake banks, having more effective and attractive 
vegetation along path edges (to absorb storm water better), working with home owners' associations and 
CA to establish rain gardens to catch runoff, encouraging property managers to use sustainable manage-
ment techniques, and collaborating with CLEEER and others on educational outreach to the community, 
since we property owners are the most influential custodians of our habitats.  
CA has already jump - started management efforts: those of you who walk the Lake probably have noticed 
that grass - mowing along the path has been reduced, allowing the resulting vegetation to trap some of 
the silt and storm water going into the Lake.  It's not what we're used to, but time and care should 
improve the appearance and allow us to become accustomed to what a truly healthy outdoors looks like.  
John's arrival and the dredging have combined to make watershed a big issue in the press this summer, 
so many of you have probably read that dredging Lake Elkhorn and Lake Kittamaqundi is predicted to 
cost millions more than planned because of extraordinary silt deposits in the last few years.  John 
hopes that better waterside management will eventually reduce the need for dredging, but not soon 
enough to let the lakes go for more than ten more years before being dredged again (presumably at much 
less cost because of better management).  
The green duckweed film and the aggressive water primrose, according to John, will remain until the 
geese with their fertilizing poop are controlled, homeowners use fertilizers in appropriate amounts or 
not at all, and stop using the Lake as a dumping ground for unwanted aquarium contents.  
While we put down the magic ingredients to make our lush lawns we are also fertilizing the very inva-
sives we curse.  
BGE's consultant who designed the pilot vegetation management site under the transmission lines tells 
our Transmission Vegetation Management Task Force that progress so far is as expected.  Some of the 
aggressive non - native plants (like ailanthus and bamboo) are all or almost all gone, some native 
plants like ironweed are thriving, and the sound and petroleum odor of mowers is nowhere to be found.  
There will be some spot herbicide application this fall to move the process along; it will be several 
years before the complete transformation takes place.  I'll have more to report after a seminar on the 
project in October for environmental and government leaders.  
I've touted our "virtual community" as a good source of willing volunteers as John spearheads efforts 
to enlist those of us who have been itching to get going.  Stay tuned!!!  
 
Elaine Pardoe  
 

http://www.viridian.com/greendays
http://www.viridian.com/greendays
http://www.nami.org/MSTemplate.cfm?Section=The_Fabulous_Hubcaps_Concert_and_Silent_Auction1&Site=NAMI_Howard_County&Template=/ContentManagement/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=104197
http://www.nami.org/MSTemplate.cfm?Section=The_Fabulous_Hubcaps_Concert_and_Silent_Auction1&Site=NAMI_Howard_County&Template=/ContentManagement/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID=104197
http://www.nami.org/sites/namihowardcounty


VOTING IN HOWARD COUNTY IN 2010  

THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THERE HAS BEEN EARLY VOTING IN MARYLAND  

EARLY  VOTING  

PRIMARY ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 3 ð 9 (EXCEPT Sunday) 10 am ð 8 pm 

GENERAL ELECTION, OCTOBER 22 ð 28 (EXCEPT Sunday) 10 am ð 8 pm 

                    Ridgelyõs Run Community Center 

            8400 Mission Rd.  Jessup, MD  20794   

               Ellicott City Senior Center  

            9401 Frederick Rd.  Ellicott City, MD  21042  

               The Bain Center  

  5470 Ruth Keeton Way  Columbia, MD  21044  

 
REGULAR  VOTING IN YOUR PRECINCT  

PRIMARY ELECTION, SEPTEMBER 14     7 am ð 8 pm 

GENERAL ELECTION, NOVEMBER 2    7 am ð 8 pm 

 

REGISTER TO VOTE AT HOWARD COUNTY BOARD OF ELECTIONS  

9770 Patuxent Woods Dr.  Suite 200  Columbia, MD  21046  

8 am ð 4:30 pm 

 

ABSENTEE BALLOTS  

Apply for an absentee ballot by going to :  www.elections.state.md.us/voting/

absentee.html or call 410 -313-5820 
 

Information taken from Board of Elections web site  

 

************************************************************************************************************************

************************************************************************************************************************  

 East Columbia Preschool - Same Great Program, Exciting New Space  
In September 1974, a group of Howard County residents formed the Dasher Green Cooperative Nursery School.   Renamed 

East Columbia Preschool in 2001, the school is celebrating its 36th year of continuous operation this Fall with a newly 

renovated facility.  

 

On May 28, 2010, the Owen Brown Community Center, which has been home to the preschool since its inception, closed 

for extensive renovations. The center is expected to reopen on September 8, 2010.   Funded by the Columbia Association, 

the renovation project is being overseen by Community Manager Nancy Thomas.  

The newly renovated classroom will complement the recently upgraded playgrounds.   Together, they offer students a color-

ful, freshly painted learning environment with enhanced lighting, new carpeting and window treatments, new cubbies, 

improved storage and upgraded child -sized bathrooms.   Expanded display areas for student work and curriculum materi-

als enhance self-esteem and skill development. "We love our preschool space at the Owen Brown Community Center," says 

Kelly Carney, who has taught at the school for 11 years. "We are so lucky to have such a bright, spacious, up -to-date venue 

where we can fully implement our curriculum while maintaining a fun, attractive setting for our students." Carol Grady, a 

9-year veteran with the school adds "We are thrilled to open school this year in an updated, energy efficient, fresh environ-

ment with access to new kitchen appliances and additional storage space."  

 

East Columbia Preschool's parent -run Executive Board is equally enthusiastic about the renovations.   "While the Execu-

tive Board has been very happy with the facilities at Owen Brown, we are looking forward to seeing our new learning 

spaces with new carpet, paint, shelving, and updated, kid -friendly restrooms." says East Columbia Preschool President 

Brigitta Warren, who has sent 3 of her own children to ECP.  

East Columbia Preschool, offers classes for children ranging from 2 to 5. East Columbia Preschool is currently enrolling 

students for the 2010 -2011 school year and will hold an open house on Friday, September 10, 2010 from 2:00 - 3:00 pm. 

Interested parents are invited to bring their children to meet the teachers and learn more about the school.   More informa-

tion about East Columbia Preschool can be found at www.EastColumbiaPreschool.com . 

http://www.elections.state.md.us/voting/absentee.html%20or%20call%20410-313-5820
http://www.elections.state.md.us/voting/absentee.html%20or%20call%20410-313-5820
http://www.eastcolumbiapreschool.com/


FOR THE STRAIGHT FACTS ABOUT BRACES, CONSULT

DRS. BYRON AND DAVID BONEBREAK

ORTHODONTISTS
B est Treatments Available

R esaonable Fees

A fternoon & Evening Appts

C onsultations are Free

E xcellent Results

S uper Smiles

The Owen Brown Village Center
Offering The Best Treatments, Including

Free Initial Consultation

410-381-1077



 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A WORLD  

OF DIFFERENCE!  
 

If, youôre looking for a way to make a world of difference in your com-

munity, consider Neighbor Ride , a volunteer-based transportation ser-

vice committed to decreasing isolation and improving the quality of life 

for Howard Countyôs older residents.  Twice voted Best of Howard County ï Charity/Nonprofit, 

Neighbor Ride and its dedicated volunteers help seniors remain active and independent by pro-

viding rides for medical appointments, shopping, social outings, fitness classes, personal care 

and business appointments, religious services, volunteer commitments and other day-to-day ac-

tivities.   

 

Flexible and rewarding daytime, evening and weekend volunteer opportunities are available.  Vol-

unteer drivers may choose rides that both fit their schedules and are convenient to their homes 

and daily routines.  Parent volunteers are welcome to bring their children along for a wonderful 

intergenerational experience.  Please contact Rosemary Noble at 410-884-RIDE or volun-

teer@neighborride.org for more information about volunteering. 

PAID ADVERTISEMENT  

ANNE  DODD  

For  

Orphansõ Court 

AnneDoddForOrphansCourt.org  

By authority of Anne Dodd for Orphansõ Court, Linda Blakeslee, Treasurer  

Longaberger©                      
Chris Brobeck,  

Indep.Consultant                              

6562 Pennacook Ct.  

Columbia, MD 21045  

e-mail: kalisue1@verizon.net  

tel: 410 -290-9510/Cell: 410 -707

-9512 

or Shop with me at:  

 www.longaberger.com/chrisbrobeck  
 

 Contact me for your free Fall/Winter Wishlist!  

mailto:volunteer@neighborride.org
mailto:volunteer@neighborride.org
mailto:kalisue1@verizon.net
http://www.longaberger.com/chrisbrobeck
http://ic.longaberger.com/ecommerce/control/product?PURCHASE_STATE=STANDARD&product_id=11880





