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ELECTIONS ARE FAST APPROACHING  

 

On April 24
th
 village residents will have the opportunity to 

elect two of our Village Board members and our Columbia 
Board of Directors Representative. These elected volunteers 
represent the interests and concerns of the residents to the 
County, State and Columbia Association. The two-year terms 
for these positions run from May 1, 2010 through April 30, 
2012.  

Some of the duties and responsibilities of a village board member : 

¶ Attend two Board meetings monthly 

¶ Oversee village finances and approve budget 

¶ Ensure village architectural covenants are enforced 

¶ Liaison with the Columbia Association and other community          

associations 

¶ Promote the health, safety, and social well-being of the residents 

 

Declaration of Candidacy Forms are available at the Village office, 9 
am-8 pm M-F, 9am -12pm Sat. beginning March 1st. Each candidate 
must complete the form which requires the signatures of ten members of 
the OBCA and a 150 word statement.  The forms must be returned to the 
Village office no later than 8 pm, Friday, March 19, 2010. 

Candidate statements will be published in the April OBserver.   

Meet the Candidates Night will be held Tuesday, April 6th, 7 pm at the 
Village Board meeting.  Please come out to learn more about your village 
board members and share your concerns or ask questions. 

Please note: If the election is uncontested, the election and  

Candidateôs Night will not be held.  

 

Thanks to our Election Committee Volunteers : 

Gloria Cohen  

Al Romack  

Pete Sparacino  

Rani Gran  

Lydia Seidenrose  

A HUGE GIANT 

REALLY 

REALLY BIG 

THANK YOU    

to Boy Scout Troop 

613 for trudging 

through several feet 

of snow to  

deliver our February  

OBserver. It took 

the troop over a 

week to complete 

the task.  

 

Thank you for your 

commitment to our 

community! 



Whatõs Happening 

in Owen Brown 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Mar 16          Village Board Meeting        7 pm  

 

Mar 18           Master Gardener Series    7 pm  

   Landscaping with Rain Barrels  

         and Rain Gardens ñFREE  

 

Mar 24           RAC Meeting       7:30 pm  

 

Mar 27    Spring Fever Family Event     1 pm  

 

Apr 10         Searching for Spring - 

               Harperõs Choice Sports Park 10 am 

Apr 17         Dog Day Afternoon ð  

                            Hopewell Park          11 am  

Apr 17              Greenfest ñHCC           10 am  

 

Apr 24   Earth Day Walk /Lake Elkhorn 9 am  

 

All meetings and events listed here are to be held 

at OBCC  unless noted 

 

Landscaping with Rain  

Barrels and Rain Gardens  
are great ways to use rain water that falls on 

your garden.  Come and learn how simply 

you can implement these gardening ideas 

and enhance your landscape.  Check it out 

on March 18 at 7:00 pm at the OBCC 

 

Easter Baskets for  

Salvation Army 
We are collecting Easter baskets 
and spring items/candy for the 

Salvation Army to distribute to families in 
Howard County. Please drop off your dona-
tions at the Owen Brown Community Cen-

ter before March 27th.         Thanks! 

 

Puppet  Show. Family event 

Make a wind sock/kite; have a snack.  

March 27
th
 1:00 to 3:00 

Free to Owen  Brown residents 

($3 per person non Owen Brown)  

410-381-0202    Registration required.  

 

 Why are kids always so tired in April?  
The answer: Because they've just finished  

a long March!  

Spring Fever  

SEARCHING FOR SPRING 
EGG HUNT  

at the  

Columbia Sports Park 

April 10th        10:00 ð11:30 

For ages 2 to 8 

Crafts at 10:00 

Egg hunt at 10:45  

( bring your own basket) 

Followed by Magic Show with 

 Turner, Dean of Magic 

FOR COLUMBIA RESIDENTS ONLY 

Advance Ticket Required  

for  Admission 

Tickets available at OBCC 

March 8th 

410-381-0202 

Co sponsored by the Villages of  Columbia 



International Exchange & Multicultural Programs    

 

The mission of the Columbia Associationôs International Exchange & Multicultural Pro-
grams  (formerly Sister Cities Program) is to foster international understanding and to cele-
brate the diverse cultures of Columbia/Howard County. In addition to high-school exchange 
programs with Sister Cities in France and Spain, the advisory committee also wants to create 
and promote opportunities for residents to develop relationships with people from diverse in-
ternational backgrounds.  

The Owen Brown representative for this committee, Zarrin Caldwell, would love to hear your 
ideas. Zarrin can be reached at: zarrin04@yahoo.com . 

 

Upcoming activities include:  

Buenas Noches: An Evening in Spain to be held on Tuesday, March 16 at 7:00 p.m.  at Central Library. Enjoy 

an evening of Spanish culture through travel DVDs, photos, travel guides, fiction books, song, dance, food and 

displays.  Register online at www.hclibrary.org or by calling 410-313-7860.  

The Sister Cities Young Artist Competition  invites teens ages 13 ï 17 to create 2-dimensional original art work 

illustrating their vision of this yearôs Young Artist Competition theme, Your World: What Makes You, You? Art 

work should reflect how international travel and/or cultures and languages have influenced them. Download an 

entry form from ColumbiaArtCenter.org.  

International Book Club:   The committee is kicking off a new International Book Club that will meet once a 

month at the Columbia Art Center beginning in April.  Members will select, read and discuss books by interna-

tional authors (in English) and choose different countries for each book selection.  Interested residents should 

contact Laura Smit, Program Manager, at 410-715-3162 or email: international@columbiaassociation.com. 

 

The AWAKEN WELLNESS CENTER is our newest business here in Owen Brown.   

With its November 1st opening, the center brings to our neighborhood a variety 

 of yoga classes, wellness workshops and services such as acupuncture, therapeutic  

massage and Reiki with an on-site Chinese Herbal pharmacy, all 

within easy walking distance from our village center.  Itõs conveniently 

located at the end of Minstrel Way, just off Snowden River in the  

Waterview Building next to Lake Elkhorn. 

 

   

 

Jennifer Stukey, licensed Acupuncturist, Chinese Herbalist, and certified Yoga teacher, saw the opportu-

nity to create Awaken Wellness this past spring when the building she had been working out of caught 

fire.  Seeing this as an opportunity to make her dream of opening a wellness center come true, she de-

cided to look for just the right neighborhood to bring her vision to life. 

 òOwen Brown is such a lovely community.  I love the people and the location.  I was excited to find such 

a great space in such a beautiful location.  I just love it here and look forward to meeting everyone.  I 

and my staff at Awaken Wellness are excited to be your neighborhood experts in wellness.ó 
 

 

Awaken Wellness, LLC,  7130 Minstrel Way Suite 160, 

           Columbia, MD 21045  --   410-312-9922 

Find our services and class schedules  on-line at 

www.awakenwellnesscolumbia.com 

mailto:zarrin04@yahoo.com
http://www.hclibrary.org/
http://ColumbiaArtCenter.org
mailto:international@columbiaassociation.com
http://www.awakenwellnesscolumbia.com


Eqnl sgd Uhkk`fd An`qcè 

 

    Well, it has been quite a winter so far. The record snowfall has impacted the operation of the village and 

our community center. Our center was closed for a week. The Village Board thanks the Columbia Associa-

tion for all its efforts regarding snow removal, and, in particular, for removing the snow from the roof of our 

center. Our center has a flat roof, and we were concerned about the weight of all that snow on the roof. 

However, the building was inspected and came through fine; we were allowed to re-open. Unfortunately, 

one of the houses in our village was not so fortunate; it did suffer a partial roof collapse. The Village Board 

also wants to thank both the County and CA for their close cooperation in removing snow and allowing our 

village to get back in operation. It was great to see the County and CA working together. We appreciate all 

the communications from the County.  

 

    The County Council did pass legislation related to planning for the redevelopment of downtown Columbia. 

The legislation created a process which will guide future efforts. We thank  the County Council members for 

all their hard work, the many hours of effort on the legislation, and their dedication. Because of the snow, 

CA had to cancel several meetings related to the budget for FY-2011/2012. Hopefully, in our next newslet-

ter we can provide some details of what the approved budget will contain relating to our village. Plans for 

the renovation of our community center continue, and we still expect a June start date for the renovations.  

 

    Village elections are coming up soon. The Village Board appointed an election committee to guide this 

effort. Elections are scheduled for April. Further details are available on our web site. The Village Board met 

with representatives from BG&E to discuss tree cutting under/near the power lines. They explained their 

process and will provide us with information. We will post the information on our web site and hopefully 

have some articles for our newsletter. The Village Board is looking for ways to improve communications 

with our residents. We continue to update our web site and to enhance our newsletter. We have instituted a 

STREET CAPTAINS PROGRAM for the village. If you have suggestions on ways we can improve communication or 

other topics, please let us know. You can email the board, or call the community center, or send us a letter, 

or stop by the community center. 

 

Andy Stack 

Chair, Owen Brown Village Board 

American Red Cross to offer Saturday classes at  

                            the Owen Brown Community Center 

 

 
March 20 Babysitterõs Training                       9-4 

April 17 Child  & Infant CPR w/First Aid      9-5 

May 15 Babysitterõs Training                       9-4 

 

Contact the Red Cross directly to learn more.  

  Call 410-624-2067. 

 

 



Robert Fulton Drive Intersection Project to Begin  
ELLICOTT CITY, MD ï A Howard County project to modify the left turn operation at the 

traffic signal at Robert Fulton Drive and Solar Walk in Columbia is now underway. 

Currently, the light only allows vehicles headed east on Robert Fulton Drive to turn left 

onto Commerce Center Drive when the signal indicates a green left turn arrow. 

Following the modification, motorists who first come to a full stop and yield to oncoming 

traffic will be able to turn left when a red left turn arrow is flashing. As part of the 

modification, a sign will also be installed next to the left turn signal alerting motorists to 

the change. Weather permitting, the new traffic arrow will be in effect on or about 

Wednesday, March 10. 

This signal modification is being made after a traffic study indicated an unobstructed 

view and adequate gaps in the opposing traffic on westbound Robert Fulton Drive to 

make this change possible. The new left turn operation will reduce the delay motorists 

experience when waiting to enter the shopping center. 

Variable message boards will be in place to advise motorists of the modification and the 

new traffic pattern. 

For questions or concerns about this project, contact Lisa Brightwell, Department of 

Public Works Customer Service, at 410-313-3440, or by e-mail to 

publicworks@howardcountymd.gov. 





FOR THE STRAIGHT  FACTS ABOUT BRACES , CONSULT  

DR. BYRON BONEBREAK, ORTHODONTIST  

        B est Treatments Available  

   R easonable Fees  

   A fternoon and Evening Appointments  

   C onsultations are Free  

   E xcellent Results  

   S uper Smiles  

Dr. Bonebreak personally performs all active treatment so  
excellent results are achieved in a timely manner  

 

                          The Owen Brown Village Center  

                        410 -381 -1077  

                        Serving the Village of Owen Brown for twenty years 

Offering The Best Treatments, Including INVISALIGN  

OBserver  Editor -Nancy Thomas   

    With assistance from the OBCA Staff  




