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January 4, 2011
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Approved: January 18, 2011
The Board of Directors of the Owen Brown Community Association, Inc. conducted its regular meeting of the Board on Tuesday, January 4, 2011 at the Owen Brown Community Center, 6800 Cradlerock Way, Columbia, Maryland  21045.  Board Chair, Summer Romack; Vice Chair, Ed Cosentino; Board Members, Pearl Atkinson-Stewart, John Boyle, Wayne Eldridge and April Cropper;  CA Representative, Andy Stack; Teen Representative David Green; OBCA manager, Nancy L. Thomas; and Recording Secretary, Rachel Eisenhauer, were in attendance.  
Summer Romack called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

1.  Adopt agenda - Agenda approved as amended by consensus.
2.  Approval of minutes – 
a,  December 21, 2010 approved as amended by consensus.  Ed moved;  Pearl seconded; John and Wayne abstained 3/0/2
3. Resident Comments– none
4. Invited Guests – Jean Trinkaus, an Owen Brown Village Center merchant spoke to the Board generally more involvement with the merchants and the community and specifically about a possible partnership with OBCA.  Board members also suggested updates on the website and use of Columbia Patch and Face book.
5. Consent agenda – 

a.  Teen Representative Position Description approved.
6.  Covenant decisions – The Board voted to send a 15 day notice to the owners of 7168 Staghorn Lane and if there is no response, the property is to be referred to the ARC requesting to join CA and file suit, request a notation be placed on the assessment file and denial of the use of CA facilities.  Pearl moved; Ed seconded  6/0/0.
7.  Financial decisions –Pearl suggested if there is money in the budget that laptop computers be purchased for the Board members to assist them with their duties.
8.  CA/County decisions – Andy stated that the vote on the ZRA 117 - Bees had been postponed until February 2011.
9. Other decisions- none.
10.  Reports – 

a.  Covenants-none.

  b.  CA Representative – Andy emailed an update.  He reminded the Board that he sends an update after each meeting and the President puts out a report on the website.  In addition, CA’s website also has the agenda and all backup documentation.  Andy reminded the Board that there are CA budget hearings on January 6 and 20th and he suggested that the Board might want to comment on the following:  a.  Watershed Projects; b. Procedures for funding Category 3 items; c.  Hobbits Glen Club House renovations; 4.  CA headquarters – build or buy. 5. Symphony Woods renovations and 6.  Lake front improvements.  

Pearl suggested that the Board review its letter from last year and use it as a starting point for this year’s letter. 

                
c.  Manager – Nancy’s report is attached.


i.  Nancy and other Village managers are meeting with Phil Nelson, CA president, on January 5, 2011 to discuss the Financial Advisory Committee Report and the relationship between the Villages and CA.


ii.  John McCoy will come to the next Board meeting to discuss reforestation projects especially as these projects impact tot lot on Sandchain.  Nancy will notify residents that live nearby.

iii. Rental contracts are down for January and February; however, the office received over 12 calls today about future rentals.


d.  Committees – 
                                       i.
Communication Committee – none.
ii.
Street Captains – John reported that meetings will be scheduled every other month and with a definite structure with action items and speakers.
iii
Village Center Master Plan –  Summer reported that Jane Dembner is setting up meetings with various committees from various villages for sharing plans and ideas.  Plans are still in the works for a walk about of Village Center. 
11. Review of Action Item from previous meeting – 
                       a.  Bee Keeper Letter approval – after further discussion and amendments to the letter; it is approved by the Board.  Wayne moved; Ed seconded. 6/0/0

12. Discussions – 
                        a.  Board Meeting Schedule – Ed suggested a formal meeting only once per month.  Pearl suggested that Nancy gather information from Dorsey Search about its once per month meetings.  The Board will discuss next meeting.

                         b.  Potential New Board Members

                                          i.  Ann Febraro – lives in Owen Brown and is interested in the retail initiatives and other community business.

                                          ii.  Ajile Brown – is interested in community involvement such as block parties.  She does not live on CA assessed property.  The Board approved a motion to spend up to $1,000 for a legal opinion as to “Must a director of the corporation be a member of the corporation?”  Ed moved; John seconded.  6/0/0 Nancy will send question to attorney.

13.  Board comments  - John mentioned that there is stream waders training through CCBC.  John also offered to draft letter on testimony for CA Budget.  Wayne mentioned working on the Board goals and Pearl will draft comments to send Summer on the CA budget.
14.  Chair Comments – Summer wished everyone a Happy Holidays.  Summer has been training Meghan on posting minutes and the OBserver on the website; Meghan will train Nancy.
15. Adjournment at 9:35 pm by consensus.  John moved; Wayne seconded.  6/0/0
Respectfully Submitted,
Rachel Eisenhauer, Recording Secretary

ACTION ITEMS:
1. Nancy will get a copy of the Board’s 2010 CA budget letter and send it to the Board members.  John offered to draft the Board’s 2011 budget letter.
2. Nancy will notify those in the community who may be interested in the reforestation projects proposed by CA 
3. Nancy will send legal question to attorney on whether a director of a corporation must also be a member of the corporation.

